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ne, the host in 
moved on. The tents which had gather- 
ed on the hill summits, like white birds 


The battalion go 


hesitating to venture on the long flight | haps, 


over the river, were struck one after ano- 
ther, and the dwellers in them, and their 
wagons and their cattle, hastened down 
to cross it at a ferry in the valley, which 
they made ply night and day. A little 
beyond the landing they formed their 
companies, and made their tions 
for the last and longest stage 
journey, It was a more serious matter 
to cross the mountains then than now, 
that the thirst of our people for the gold 
of California has made the region between 
them and-their desire such literally trod- 


den 

I may dismiss an effort to describe the in- 

the Plains, 

presumin t you have made more 


every 
variety of these varieties ; but I could not 


hope to invest them with the interest of 
novelty: The character of ‘their every- 
day life, its routine and conduct, alone of- 


fered any exclusive or marked i . 


of their | th 


L. “KANE. 


institutionis finit !” 
De Im. J. C. I. 18. 


and their admirable concert of 
and action, met the eye at once. After 
these, the stranger was most struck, per- 
by the strict order of march, 
unconfused closing up to meet attack, the 
skilful securing of the cattle upon 


ts. 
feature, however, of 


halt, the system with which the watches 
were set at night to guard them and the : 
, lines of corral—with other similar circum- 
igh state iscipline. ten 0 
eir wagons was under oe one of a 
captain. This captain of ten, as they | 
termed him, obeyed a captain of fifty ; 
who, in turn, obeyed his captain of a hun- 
dred, or directly a member of what ay 
call the High Council of the Church. 
these were responsible and’ determined 
men, approved of by the people for their 
courage, discretion, and experience. So 
well recognized were the results of this 
organization, that bands of hostile Indians 
|| have passed by comparative small parties 
many repeated descriptions of which they | of Mormons, to attack much larger, but 
have been the son, ade desert march, | less compact bodies Sl 
the ford, the q the Indian battle,| The most striking 
the bison chase, the prairie fire,—the ad- | the Mormon emigration was undoubtedly : 
| their formation of the Tabernacle Camps 
| and igor ene Stakes or Settlements, 
which in the solitudes, | 
everywhere along their , the cheering | 
signs of intelligent and hopeful life. _ 
| I will make this remark plainer by de- 
Their romantic devotional observances, | scribing to you one of these camps, with 
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the daily routine of its inhabitants. I se- 
lect at random, for my pufpose, a large 
camp upon the delta between the Nebras- 
ka and Missouri, in the territory disputed 
between the Omaha and Otto and Mis- 


souria Indians. It remained pitched here 


for nearly two months, during which pe- 
riod I resided in it. 

It was situated near the Petit Papillon, 
or Little Butterfly River, and upon some 
finely rounded hills that encircle a favorite 
cool spring. On each of these a square 
was marked out ; and the wagons as they 
arrived took their positions along its four 
sides in double rows, so as to leave a 
roomy street or passage way between 
them. The tents were disposed also in 
rows, at intervals between the wagons. 
The cattle were folded in high-fenced 

outside. The quadrangle inside 
was left vacant for the sake of ventilation, 
and the streets covered in with leafy ar- 
bour work, and kept scrupulously clean, 
formed a shaded cloister walk. is was 
the place of exercise for slowly recovering 
invalids, the day-home of the infants, and 
the evening promenade of all. 

From the first formation of the camp 
all its inhabitants were constantly and la- 
boriously occupied. Many of them were 
highly educated mechanics, and seemed 

y to need a day’s anticipated rest to 

them at the forge, loom, or turn- 
ioe tebe upon some needed chore of 
work. A Mormon gunsmith is the in- 
ventor of the excellent repeating rifle, that 
loads by slides instead of cylinders; and 
one of the neatest finished fire-arms I have 
ever seen was of this kind, wrought from 
scraps of old iron, and inlaid with the sil- 
ver of a couple of half-dollars, under a hot 
July sun, in a spot where the aver 
height of the grass was above the work- 
man’s shoulders. I have seen a cobbler, 
after the halt of his on the march, 
hunting along the river bank for a lap- 
stone in the twilight, that he might finish 
a famous boot sole by the camp fire; and 
I have had a piece of cloth, the wool of 
was and dyed, and spun, 
and woven, during a progress of over 
three hundred 

Their more interesting occupations, 
however, were those growing out ec 
peculiar circumstanees and position. 
chiefs were seldom witho a 


ut some curious 
affair on hand to settle with the restless 
Indians ; while the immense labour and 
responsibility of the conduct of their un- | 
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oving army, and the commissariat 


wieldy m 
of its hundreds of famishing poor, also de- 
volved upon them. They had good men 
they called Bishops, whose special office it 
was to look up the cases of extremest suf- 
fering; and their relief parties were out 
night and day to scour over every trail. 
At this time, say two months before the 
final expulsion from Nauvoo, there were 
already, along three hundred miles of the 
road between that city and our Papillon 
camp, over two thousand emigrating wa- 
gons, besides a large number of nonde- 
script turn-outs, the motley make-shifts of 
poverty: from the unsuitably heavy cart 
that lumbered on mysteriously, with its . 
sick driver hidden under its counterpane 
cover, to the crazy two-wheeled trundle, 
such as our own poor employ for the con- 
veyance of their slop barrels; this pulled 
along, it may be, by a little dry dugged 
heifer, and rigged up only to drag some 
such light weight as a baby, a sack of 
meal, or a pack of clothes and bedding. 
Some of them were in distress 
losses uppn the way. A strong trait of 
the Mormons was their kindness to their 
brute dependents, and — to their 
beasts of draught. ey gave them the 
holiday of the Sabbath whenever it came 
round : I believe they would have washed 
with old wine, after 
e emigrant Carthagenians, e 
any. Still in the slave-coast heats, iaeder 
which the animals had to move, they 


‘sometimes foundered. Sometimes, too, 


they strayed off in the night, or were 
mired in morasses ; or oftener were stolen 
by Indians, who found market covert for 
such plunder among the horse-thief whites 
of the frontier. But the great mass of 
these pilgrims of the desert was made up 
of poor folks, who had fled in destitution 
from Nauvoo, and been refused a resting 
place by the people of Iowa. | 
It is difficult fully to understand the 
state of helplessness in which some of 
these would arrive, after accomplishing a 
journey of such extent, under circum- 
stances of so much privation and peril. 
The fact was, they seemed to believe that 
all their trouble would be at an end if 
they could only come up with their com- 
es at the Great Camps. For this 
calculated their ich 
their power of endurance was by much 
were not inted i arriv 
with these utterly exhausted. | 


‘ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
° 
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- [remember a single instance of this at 
the Papillon camp. | 
It was that of a joyous-hearted clever fel- 
_ low, whose songs and fiddle tunes were the 
lifeand delight of Nauvoo in its merry days. 
7! his story, and how exactly it fell 
‘about, that after a Mormon’s full peck of 
troubles, he started after us with his wife 
and little ones, from some ‘lying down 
> in Indian country, where he had 
contended with an a of a serious ma- 
Indy. He was just convalescent, and the 
fatigue of marching on foot again with a 
child on ily brought 
relapse. But his anxiety to ap 
where he could expect to znset friends with 


' 4ghelter and food, was such that he only 


on the harder. Probably for more 
than a week of the dog-star weather, he 
labored on under a high fever, walking 
every day till he was entirely exhausted. 
His limbs failed him then; but his 
courage holding out, he got into his 
covered cart, on top of its freight of bag- 
and made them drive him on, while 
ke lay down. They could hardly be- 
lieve how ill he was, he talked on so cheer- 
fully—* Tm nothing on earth ailing, but 
home sick: I’m cured the very minute 
brethren.” 
ot being able thus to watch his course, 
he lost his way and 
‘through a wretehed tract of Low Mea- 
-dow Prairie, where there were no trees to 
‘break the noon, nor water but what was 
ague-sweet or brackish. By the time he 
_ got back tothe trail of the High Prairie, he 
was, in his own phrase, ‘ pretty far gone !’ 
Yet he was resolute in his p as ever, 
and to a party he fell in with, avowed his 
intention to be cured at the camp, and no 
where else! He even jested with them, 
comparing his jolting couch to a summer 
cot in a whitewashed cockloft. “But I'll 
make them take me down,” he said, “and 
give me a dip in the river when I get 
here. All 1 care for is to see the breth- 
ren 


_ His determined bearing rallied the 
: a, of his travelling household, and 
a few hours’ journey of the camp. He en- 
tered on his last day’ 
energy of increased ; 
I remember that day well. For in the 
: I mounted a tired horse to go a 
short errand, and in mere pity had to turn 
back before I had walked him a couple of 
hundred yards. Nothing seemed to draw 


com 


had to regain it | very 


8 journey with the | estab 
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Poor had all. thes: 


bear, ‘with the mere ce of an awn- 
ing to screen out the sun from his close 
muslin cockloft 


He did not fail till somewhere hard 
noon. He then to grow settle, 
to know accurately the distance travelled. 
He give too, much 
more uently ; and w ey sto 
for this 4 asked a number of ok 
scure questions. A little after this he 
discovered himself that a film had come | 
over his eyes. He confessed that this 
was discouraging ; but said with stubborn | 
signation, that if denied to see the 
brethren, he still should hear the sound of 
their voices. 

After this, which was when he was | 
hardly three miles from our camp, he lay 
uiet, as if husbanding his strength ; 
but when he had made, as is thought, a 
full mile further, being i ed by 
the woman that was driving, whether she 
should stop, he ayswered her, as she avers, 
* No, no! go on!” 

The anecdote ends badly. They brought 
him in dead, I think about five o’clock of 
the afternoon. He had on his clean cl 
as he had dressed himself in the morning, 
looking forward to his arrival. 

Beside the common duty of guiding and 
assisting these unfortunates, the compa- 
nies in the van united in providing the 

ighway for the entire body of emigrants. 

e Mormons have laid out for themselves 
a road through the Indian Terri 
four 


over 


est unfinished ey 


short space of 


| 
if from the languid air | 
of gnats and stinging mi 
after sundown it was so hot that the sheep 
lay on their stomachs panting, and the 
cattle strove to Jap wind like hard fagged . 
a In camp, I had spent the 
day in watching the invalids, and the rest 
hunting the shade under the wagon bodies, 
and veering about them like the shadows 
round the sundial. I know I thought 
myself wretched enough to be of their 
| 
| 
stantial, well-built bridges, fit for the pas- I | 
except a few great rivers where they have | | 
ished pe manent ~ near- 
to the Papillon 
Vorne & Cerf, o | 
tant may be a couple of hours’ march. i 
Here, in what seemed to be an incredibly i | 
| 
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‘great piers and abutments of a bri 
such as might challenge honors for the 
entire public-spirited population of Lower 
_ Virgi The party detailed to the task 
‘ worked in the broiling sun, in water be- 
yond depth, and up to their necks, as if 
7 in the perpetration of some point- 
ed and delightful practical joke. The 
chief sport lay in floating along with the 
logs, cut from the emma op timber uP 
the stream, guiding them till they reach 
their destination, and then plunging them 
under water in the precise spot where they 
were to be . This the laughing 
pr, we would execute with the agility 
of happy diving ducks.. . 
.  Qur nearest ferry was that over the 
Missouri. Nearly opposite the Pull Point, 
or Point aux Poules, a trading post of the 
American Fur Company, and village of 
the Pottawatamies, they had gained a fa- 
vourable crossing, by making a deep cut 
for the road through the steep right bank. 
And here, without intermission, their flat- 
bottomed scows plied, crowded with the 
- ‘wagons, and cows, and sheep, and child- 
ren, and furniture of the emigrants, who, 
in waiting their turn, made the woods 
around smoke with their crowding camp 
fires. But no such good fortune as a 
Fae passage awaited the heavy cat- 
e, of whom, with the others, no less than 
30,000 were at this time on their way 
westward: these were made to earn it by 


swimming. 

A heavy freshet had at this time swollen 
the river to a width, as I should judge, of 
something jike a mile and a half, an 
dashed past, its fierce current rushing, 
- gurgling, and eddying, as if thrown from 
a mill race, or scriptural fountain of the 
deep. Its aspect did not invite the oxen 
to their duty, and the labour was to force 
. them to it. They were gathered in little 
troops upon the shore, and driven forward 
till Obey ost their footing. As they turn- 
ed their heads to return, they encountered 
. the combined opposition of a clamorous 
_ crowd of bystanders, vieing with each 
_other in the pungent administration of 
inhospitable affront. Then rose their 
hub-bub: their geeing, and wooing, and 
hawing ; their yelling, and yelping, and 
screaming ; their hooting, and hissing, and 


. pelting.. The rearmost steers would hesi- | or 


tate to brave such a rebuff; halting, they 
‘would impede the return of the outer- 
-most; they all would waver: wavering 
for 4 moment, the current would sweep 


them — downward. At this junc- 
ture a fearless youn , climbing upon 
some brave bull in the front rank, would 
urge him boldly forth into the stream ; 
the rest then surely followed: a few mo- 
ments saw them struggling in mid cur- 
rent; a few more, and they were safely 
landed on the opposite shore. The dri- 
ver’s was the sought-after post of honor 
here; and sometimes, when repeated fail- 
ures have them to emulation, I have 
seen the youths, in stepping from back to 
back of the st ling monsters, or swim- 
ming in among their battling hoofs, display 
feats of address and hardihood, that would 
have made Franconi’s or the Madrid bull- 
ring vibrate with bravos of applause. But 
in the hours after hours that I have watch- 
ed this sport at the ferry side, I never 
heard an oath or the language of quarrel, 
or knew it provoke the least sign of ill 
feeling. 

After the sorrowful word was given out 
to halt, and make preparation for winter, 
a chief labor became the making of hay; 
and with every day-dawn brigades of 
mowers would take up the march to their 


sight than a charge of cavalry—as the 

laid their swarths, whole companies of 
scythes abreast. Before this time the 
maniliest as well as the most general daily 


only wealth of the Mormons, and more and 
more cherished by them with the increas. 
ing pastoral character of their lives. A 
camp could not be pitched in any spot 


d | without soon exhausting the freshness of 


the pasture around it, and it became an 
ever recurring task to guide the cattle, in 
unbroken droves, to the nearest place where 
it was still fresh and fattening. Some- 
times it was 
distant ran 
ing grounds of the Buffalo. About these 
there were sure to prowl parties of thievish 
Indians; and each drove therefore had its 
escort of mounted men and boys, whe 
learned self-reliance and heroism while on 
night-guard alone, among the silent hills. 
But generally the cattle were driven from 
the camp at the dawn of the morning, and 
brought back, thousands together, in the 
evening, to be picketed in the corral 
enclosure, where beeves, cows and 
sheep and human beings, co 

upon the red watch-fires, with 


the feeling of sécurity when aroused by 


positions in chosen meadows—a prettier — 


labor, was the herding of the cattle; the — 


to go farther, to 
which were known as feed< 


| 
| 

| 

| 

| 
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the Indian stampede, or the howlings of 
— wolves at moonrise. 
en they set about building their 
winter — went in- 
to quite consi e timbering operations, 
oats performed de feats of carpen- 
try. They did not come ornamental gen- 
tlemen or raw apprentices, to extemporise 
new versions of Robinson Crusoe. It was 
a comfort to notice the readiness with 
which they turned their hands to wood- 
 evaft; some of them, tho 
_ these had generally been b ters, 
wheelwrights, or more particularly boat 
builders, quite out-doing the most notable 
voyageurs in the use of the axe. One of 
these would fell a tree, strip off its bark, 
cut and split up the trunk in piles of plank, 
ee or shingles; make posts, and 
pins, an eg—ey 
of the branches; and treat his toil, from 
first to last, with more sportive flourish 
than a school-boy whittiling his shingle. 
Inside the camp the chief labours were 
assigned to the women. From the mo- 
i e spring- out, and 
the ovens built, tho h the 
men still assumed to set the ‘ds and 
enforce the regulations of police, the em- 
pire of the tented town was with the bet- 
ter sex. They were the chief comfort- 
evs of the severest sufferers, the kind nur- 
ses who gave them in their sickness, those 
dear attentions, with which pauperism is 
hardly poor, and which the greatest wealth 
often fails to buy. And they were a na- 


tion of wonderful m They could 
hardly be called in etymologi- 
_ cal strictness, but it was plain they had 


With almost their entire 


changed 
culinary material limited to the milk oft 


a very few condiments, ther t their 
thousand and fato with a 


success that outdid for their the: 


h I believe 


ing wanted almost 
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simple and meagre, availed a for 
the — as well as the comfort 

e. 
a ut the first duty of the Mormon wo- 
men was, through all change of place and 


fortune, to keep alive the altar fire of 
home. Whatever their manifold labours | 


for the day, it was their effort to complete 
them —_ the sacred hour of evening 
fall. For by 


that time all the out-work- | 


ers, scouts, ferrymen or bridgemen, road- 
makers, herdsmen, or hay-makers, had 
finished their tasks and come into their 
rest. And before the last smoke of the 
supper-fire curled up, reddenning in the 


glow of sunset, a hundred chimes of cat~ . 


tle bells announced their looked-for 
proach accross the open hills; and 
women went out to meet them at the 
camp gates, and with their children m 
their laps sat by them at the cherished 
family meal, and talked over the events of 
the well spent day. 

But every day closed as a be- 
gan, with an invocation of the Divine fa- 
vour ; without which, indeed, no Mormon 
seemed to dare to lay him down to rest. 


With the first 


h- 
ter and loud talking hushed, the — 
went his way, you heard the last hymn 
sung, and then the thousand-voiced mur- 
mur of prayer was heard, like babbling 
water falling down the hills. | 


There was no austerity, however, about | 
the religion of Mormonism. Their fast~ : 
ing and penance, it is no jest to say, was 


involuntary. ey made no 


spirit of the 


others a dou 
the ad 


ventures of travel and of the field... 


the 


ered. 
an 


J 


~~ 


| 
merit of the hey mt the 
with considerable strictness: they were a 
too close copyists of the wanderers of Is~ - | | 
Deen such, and most disuunguisnec | 
ones. Their .art availed them in their | like them the value of this most admirable. — 
of the Egypto-Mosaic institutions. But - 
| he rest of the week, their religion was - | | 
independent of ritual observance. Th | 
had the sort 
OF Widows cruise. | | 
It was er too strongly felt to be 
to caculate the working of barm in the] careful caution of the ridiculous. It mix to 
jolting heats, that as soon after, the halt as| ed itself up fearlessly with the common | 
an oven could be dug in the hill side and | transactions of their every-day life, and — 1 | 
heated, their well-kneaded loaf was read | | 
for ved an of life bear better than. ia 
appetizing zest, their humble lore succeed. | | 
in imparting to diet which was both | What old persons call discomforts and | 


ing party near 
the Oorne, the number of its inhabitants 
ing small enough to invite com ion, 
I found, as early. as the 3lst of July, that 
| 


the fever, and a sort of strange scor- 
butie disease, frequently fatal, which they 


ta time of setions af- | the East of us, which were all on the 


This, too, was 
fliction. ey ens eastern side of the Missouri, were yet 
from insufficient food and » dis- | worse 
tressing and mortal sickness, exacerbated, (To be continued.) 


DIALOGUE ON BAPTISM. 


BY ELDER G. F. A. SPILLER. 


kindihess, bint thous swith the Holy: Ghost, 


to give then 
temned to the voice of a true servant of God, | the kingdom of 
heard-the: its fainéss preached, I) - Elder——: I should like to know what: 
as 


ees 


che: 
ify by birit) thet have re: 
by the laying on of tie det’ hands, | 


‘it is the Tfyou have! men: to 
thing: further to: say, i 

tisant of an Teannot waste 


on 
and return to the fold of Christ. 
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discouraging mishaps, are the very ¢ele-| if not originated, by these causes, was 
ments to the of generally prevalent. 
ther are So fain.” The | In the camp nearest us on the West, 
side. They could make sport and froli 
ing into ter 
and “Joe Millers” while in this — 
camp than I am likely to hear in all the 
rdmainder of m 
Rev. ———: I have heard that you have; Elder ——: To be consistent, sir, you 
left'the church, and have become a fol- should: have proved that she has been de« 
| lower of Joseph Simith. Ihave called to | luded ; you have made the assertion that. 
: know: what reasons had you for so doing; | her infant baptism was sufficient, but I 
the ladiés have taken so much trouble about | am able. to ate infant = ee 
you td get you work, in hopes that you) not a principle of the Gospel, but a per- 
have t 
a place. dmong heaven's sons: and ' the original sin, Paul “for as Adam: 
amy: age if I rained | far aé the. pasion of. 
the the iption by Jesus 
amt verse 18, Therefore; as by the: 
unto justification of life.” When 
sai ‘the Lanth ‘of 
fou.” You were | that are without aa, and do not 
therefore} need 
Gospel, it was to every creature in all the- 


household ; the household of Stephanus ; 
The promi: 


is"unto you, and to your children.” , 

wé have much proof in favour of infant 
ider Sir, allow me to instruct 

upc of scripture with | 


bea to go “ into all the world, and | 


: I; he that believeth and is bap- 
ized ‘shall be saved.” (Mark xvi. 15, 16.) 
yey were first to teach all nations, (Mat. 
preaching, were to baptize them. 
| with this we find 
Peter on the day of Penticost preaching to 
three thousand believe ieve; Peter 
on them “ to repent and be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ, for the re- 
ission of sins, and then they should re- 
otro the gift of the Holy Ghost.” We 
‘they were first taught they had to re- 
pént, then be baptized for the remission of 
ins ; infants could not comply with these 
uests, but the same was for 
them when they were capable of doing so. 
The jailer we find- was rejoicing and “ be- 


iby they 
were . Paul 
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‘at rest, Philip ba both meh ahd wo- 
men, after they believ 


he demanded of the eunuch an explicit 


confession of his belief in Jesus Christ; 


the eunuch answers, “ I believe that Jesus 


Christ is the Son of God,” (Acts chap. 8.) 


and then Philip baptized him. 


Thus you 
ive that instead of these pai 


ong to be rejected as a delusive doctrine, 
and you have also changed the form; the 
Gospel plan is immersion, and the Apostles 
taught the same. 3 

Rev. ——: Not always: for instance, 
Peter said to Cornelius anid those present, 
“can any man forbid water,” nothing is 
said of going to the water, but ‘who can 


forbid the water ee that they 


might be baptized.’ This, in my view, sig- 
——: This e 
that you have taken your 
doctrine of sprinkling, proves nothing for 
you. Christ “went up straightway out 
of the water,” the eunuch in company 
with Philip went down “into the water 
and came up out of the water.” But al- 


lawl your theory to be true ; then there 
were 


wo modes of bap 
sprinkling. 


9 : immer- 
sion and 


his preaching, and 


percei se passages 
proving infant sprinkling to be of God, 
they prove it to be of man, and therefore 


? 


* ‘ 


world ; and ee we find them bap- | 
tizing the jailer and all his house ; Corne- | 
liws" and all his house; Lydia ‘and_her 
| 
eving in God with all his house.” ; (Acts | and it lay at the option of the candidate, | 
xvi. 34) ; but as infants cannot believe, it is | how much more convenient it would have : 
not they that rejoice at being admitted in- | been for the jailor to have been baptized | 
wére not infants that : hour of the night! and the eunuch needed | 
and: Silas were comforted by brethren, | not to have gone into the water, but could | 
(not, infants), at the house of Lydia. Cor- | have been baptized in his’ chariot. This | 
nélivs “feared God with all his house.” | doctrine puts me in mind of the con- : 
Css x. 2.), F¥ont this we can under- | venient doctrine taught by the Methodist : 
nd that they were not mere babes, but | Episcopal Church in America; “ they will | 
se who were in some measure baptize. either pouring, or 
up,‘ and capable of believing; for the | immersion,” as the candidate thinks pro- — 
word,” arid they “spake with tongues, | Gospel; there is but “ one faith, one . ian 
ad Laagaified God.” Here we find that | tism;” and if you will; sir, closely inves- —— 
they feared’ God, believed’ the Gospel, and | tigate the doctriné with: an | 
2 God, hicl is a un] ‘ id, i find that th | 
infants were not of the number ; the is buit | one of the.debu- 
of ' Stephaiius, | sive and soul-destraying doctrine of infant | 
by * addicted’ themselves to the mini sprinkling will present itself ‘as an abomi- | 
Bdints;”' (1 Cor. xvi. 15), which | nable doctrine in the sight of God. Christ | | 
aré incapable of doing: says, “ except a man be born of! water ”— 
i all his house, with thé Cormthiins is‘not the least 1 | 
evious td their (Acta | sentation of a births’ but when an 
Therefore none’ o or dual is immersed; he comes forth from: 
favour ‘infant sprinkling in the the e'ement'of water into the element of 
t, but are incontestible evidence ih favor air; and’ it can be said in all propriety oa 
of adult baptism ; and to put the matter ' that he is “born of water.” Paul, in | 
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wiitin to the Romans, chap. vi. verse 
4, to the chap. ii. verse 


was below the earth; but if they were 
to say that a handful 


of earth on his we should under- 
stand that he was not eberied but merely 
a little earth on his coffin; and 


tifal emblem of the death, burial, and re- 
surrection of Jesus Christ; we ower 
the water with our old man (sins), are 

buried with Christ into death, and come 
forth to walk i in the newness of life, hav- 


our sins remitted by the blood of Je-. 


= Christ h our obedience to his 
commandments. This does away with 


the idea of sprinkling. John, Jesus, and 


his disciples chose places where there was 
much water. And d 
expression “can any man forbid water it 
is clearly eodentead, by bearing in mind 
that thé gospel was not preached to the 
Gentiles previous to this ; but when Peter 
saw that they had received the Hol 
ted of God, he could 
them the privileges of ‘the Gos- 
| seeing noimpediment, he gave vent 
to his capacious soul by this expression, “can 
aay man forbid water?” meaning, that as 
- God had “also to the Gentiles granted re- 
pentance unto life,” could any person forbid 
the ive of baptism to the Gentiles. 


on one occasion * Paul and Barna- 


bas waxed bold and said, It was neces- 
sary that the word of God should first 
have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put 
it from you, lo we turn to the Gentiles,” 
as a matter of course the same gospel was 
to be preached, viz: Faith, Repentance, 
or the 
the Gh 
ceive, give distant. idea of. 


ost. The acriptures, you per- 


ON BAPTISM. 


undertake to live accordingly * * * 
are led by us to a place where there is. 
water ; and after the manner of the new 
birth whereby we also were new born, 
and they are new born. For they are 


and Son, and Holy Ghost.” (Apol. 
chap. i, 61.) 61.) em the standard lexicons 


“every language must have a mai 


dipping, pouring, and g, which . 
pap be confounded : ; and the word 
baptize definitely e immersion in 


Greek, as our word dip does in English.” — 


The most approved versions of the Bible 
have translated baptize to mean immer. 
sion, and the best authenticated history 

the earliest churches ; ou per- 
ceive, sir, that we have an sta g 
flood of collateral and incontestible evi- 


adult baptism by im- 
mersion, an in of infant 
sprinkling. 


Rev. ——: Well, I have listened with 
attention to what you have said, and I. 
must own oa: have much evidence . 


cannot any 


Lord,” 2nd Thess. madly verse 


the words of Christ not pass away. | 
‘“‘ He that believeth is baptized will 
saved; ” as you have not been 


to repent nd be 


Cornelius, and receive the Hol host.in . 


the Lord’s appointed the 


ing on of the Elders’ hands, that God has 
iven authority to, and then. you shall 
that the Uburch of Jesus Christ f. 


with him (Jesus) in baptism. There is no 
ambiguity about this passage; if some 
one was to come and say that Mr. A. B 
was buried, we should understand that b 
| so we can understand Paul that the Ro- 
mans and Colossians were immersed or 
buried in water. And is not this a beau- 
but I may call 
reflect on what’ y 
Elder ——-: What. I have spoken is | 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and Paul says, 
Gal. chap. i. verse 8, if man or angel 
preach any other gospel “let him be ac- 
cursed;” and those who obey not the . 
gospel will “be punished with everlasting | , 
formed us that infant baptism in the first 
two centuries after Christ was utterly un- | Latter-day Saints 1s the work Of (rod, and . r 
known, but begun in the third century, and | that its: officers are legally sent of God, 
-Jus- | else how can they preach except they be 
tin » Whe wrote about forty years| sent. Rom, :chap. x. verse 15. I : 
after the supposed death of John, says, | that.the.evidence which has been broug ' 
that “ whoever are persuaded and believe | forward has convinced: you, that instead . | : 
that what we teach and ‘say. is true,.and/ of our sister.“ trampling her Saviour un- 
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y xeeping commandment. — drink, 3” 
I know, sir, that though she may lose the | night his — i 
favours of her former friends, ot she wil keep in mind, that 
gain eternal life, by pursuing the ‘path 
begun. Remember the Poh man, whe into the kingdom of 


She Saints Star. 


MAY 15, 1851. 


TO THE PRESIDING ELDERS AND GENERAL BOOK AGENTS OF THE 


CONFERENCES OF THE CHURCH IN THE UNITED KINGDOM OF 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND, TOGETHER WITH THOSE OF THE 
ISLE OF MAN AND CHANNEL ISLANDS. 


Dear Brethren and fellow Servants,— 4.9 


Yor attention is particularly requested to the subject of this article, viz ; the financial » 
condition of your Conferences, as connected with that of this office. It is a fact worthy 
of mutual gratitude and congratulation before God, that the circulation of the printed - 
word, in most of the Conferences, has been vastly incréased during the last two quar-. 


ters beyond that of any previous period since the organization of the church. In this 


‘we greatly rejoice, and pray that the same noble and Godly spirit of enterprise may | 


increase and abound, until every Conference and Brauch shall be aroused and stimu- 
lated to worthily emulate the examples of such as have gone forward in this glorious 
undertaking. Experience is daily proving to us, to the Saints, and to the world, that 
wherein His people seek to spread abroad the knowledge of the Glorious Gospel to their 


fellow creatures, in love, humility, and with much prayer, the Lord owns their humble . 


efforts, and crowns them with success, often to an unexpected extent. As an instance, 


a single pérson has received not less than ten shillings, in voluntary donations, from - 
persons, not. members of the Church, to aid in purchasing tracts for circulation, in one 
week, while engaged in her errands of distribution to the houses in her portion of the . 


town. The. time that has already elapsed since the more general organization of 
Tract: Societies, and Book Clubs among the churches, has begun ta tell with surprising | 
effect generally, where these means have been adopted, by the greatly increased addi- 
tions-of members to the church, causing a spirit of enquiry after truth, both in the 
church and out of it, among whom we have observed editors and publishers,‘ and in 
several instances, where the work had acquired a state of apathy and languor, it has been, 
by'these means, aroused to a state of life, energy, and vigor ; in fact, wherever the plang | 


for circulating the books and traets have been adopted, they have furnished the most . 


demonstrable evidence of their great practical utility, and universal adaptation to the 
wants of all people, upon the subjects of revealed religion ; and it is earnestly hoped, - 
that those Conferences and Branches which have not. made that degree of advance- - 
ment in the knowledge of God, and acquisition to their numbers, which appears . 
desirable to them in order to keep pace with their sister churches, may be induced to , 
find a remedy through these means, now so generally employed. 

‘Your special attention is requested to the fact, that the amount of debts due for 
Books, Stars, &c., by the several Conferences, and others, for the quarter ending . 
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the amount publistied in No. 
of the debt during the last quarter, 
quarter is considerably more'than doubled; this, we conceive, augurs much in fi 
vour of the growing, increase of our Redeemer’s Kingdom in the futare, as well’ 
as indicates mightily and truly its present progress, for it must enlarge, and as it 
enlarges, our plans and arrangements must enlarge commensurably with it, until its 
triumph. The greatly increased demand for books during the last quarter has quite 
exhausted the eighth edition of our Hymn Book. The Book of Mormon, and Doo- 
trine and Covenants are also nearly out of print. As an indéx to our views of en- 
largement, we will state that, in 1847, an edition of four thousand Hymn Books was 
considered ample for the promised demand. In 1849 the eighth edition of ten thou- 
sand was published,’and the ninth edition, now in press, consists of twenty-five 
thousand, which will soon be ready for sale. In view, then, of our enlarged plans for 
publishing the various works of the Church; and the greatly enlarged amounts due 
from the Conferences, it becomes our duty to call upon you at this time to co-operate 
with us more effectually, by causing all funds arising from the sale of any and all the 
publications of the Church. which may bein your harids, to be remitted to us with 
tlie'least proper delay. We cannot balance our sheets with the Printer or Binder by: 
making the friendly entry that did the Quaker; when he lost his account book, vis: 
“ let brotherly lové'continue.” Nothing less than the Pounds, Shillings anti Pened 
will answer their purpose; and nothing less than the same, can answer ours; nor 
can anything short of a prompt and faithful attention to the business transactions 
of the Church; enable us to carry on the work of God which is entrusted to us, either: 
in the Office, or in the Conferences ; and if any man js not faithful over the unrighte- 
ous marnmon, how shall he be found worthy to be entrusted with the true riches? — 
Since the autumin of 1846, it has been the established usage of the Conferences ts 
appoint such only as their agents, whom, in their vote of appointment, they became re. 
sponsible for in Pounds, Shillings, and Pence, in case of defalcation. If this has beets 
lost sight of by any of the conferences, let them not fail to take guch action at theif. 
next quarterly meeting, and report the same to'this office. It will be seen then,' thae« 
no general agent is directly responsible to this office, for his management in the duties 
of his agency, but to the Conference which he serves ; and the Conference alone is res 
ponsible to this office, for the payment of all debts contracted by their agent for them. 
It is the duty of the presiding elders, to render themselves fully acquainted with' ths’ 
state of their agent’s abcounts, and to know verily, as often as once per quarter, that ths: 
athourit of debts due from the sub-agents, together with the books, tracts, Stars, 805 
in their hatids; shall be fully equal to the amount of debt due this office; and as the 
branch’ agents are instructed not to sell: the works of the church on credit to indivi< 
daals,:but for cash’ only; if these 'instrubtions are faithfally arid unitedly carried 
it ‘will not be inconvenient to balande your accotints quarterly, 
| Brethren, let no false modesty deter you from « prompt and faithful perférmnoe of 
this duty; it is not enough that you issue your instructions to that effect merély, bu 
it is required of you ‘to see that stich’ instructions are executed. If your’ agents aap 
and faithful in their dutiés, it will afford them special pléasure to sabinit thay 
and accounts, for your supervision’ andl whélésotiie counsel ; atid should 
All agents, ‘whose accotmts with us amoiint to £6 pet qtarter; 
remittances monthly, and those whose amounts are less, should remit at the middle and 
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close of each quarter, taking care to make their last, remittance in tine that it may 
be placed to their credit before the list of debts is published for that quarter. 

. The vast amount of good which it is in the power. of the Book and Star agents to 
accomplish, is a consideration which should lead to the selection of enterprising and 
just men—men of FraITH, who study the extension, increase, and upbuilding of the 
Kingdom of God—men who seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness, and 
who will not sacrifice its interests for personal convenience or profit, whether his own 
or any one’s else, however near, dear, or confidential they may be; as, for instance, 
neighbour Self knowing there is Church money in the agent’s hands, wishes to get the 
loan of a small amount for afew days, to accomplish an important object. The agent 
feeling very desirous to oblige, and withal being well acquainted with brother Self, and 
having great confidence in him, obliges him with the use of a few pounds, fully believ- 
ing that when it is wanted he will be quite prepared to pay; soon unexpected misfor- 
tune cuts off the hope of his gain from some quarter, and he us unable to restore the 
money. to the good brother Agent. Agent kindly conceals brother Self’s misfortune, 
until he is required to produce a balance sheet of his accounts, when lo, and behold, the 
amount stands to the debit of the Agent’s account—cash lent to Self. Theagent now 
unable to make full payment, or if able, perhaps unwilling, to pay what brother Self 
would have restored, if he had not been unfortunate, is found defauiter, while both’ he 
aud brother Self have lost the confidence of the Saints, jeopardized their standing in 
the Ohurch of God, and the conference must now meet the demand. 

Now we specially request, that when sufficient funds are in hands to admit of any: 
appropriation whatever, that the same be appropriated to the benefit of their real 
owner-——the Church, by forwarding the same to the address of the Star office. The 
Church has not yet become sufficiently wealthy to open loan, or or exchange offices, in 
various parts of the kingdom, and desires earnestly to avoid the necessity of borrowing, 
which it is thought may be effected, provided the agerits pass over their quick turned 
pehnysé to her constant aid. It must be apparent to every considerate person, that 
with so rapidly an increasing amount of stock outstitiding in the Conferences, that un- 
less there is also as rapidly increasing attention paid to making quick returns, our ability 
to-extend the publishing department; must be very much impaired; and also that our 
inability will be increased according to the number of: such as do not remit for eight- 
or:ten months at a time, and such, as without increasing their orders for publications, 
suffer: their debts to increase quarter after quarter, which instances we are pleased 
to: state are few, but we earnestly hope they may soon be less. 

It is:not wisdom for the presiding: elders to encumber themselves with the duties of a 
general agency, as it will limit the extent of their more valnabie labours, in the Church; 
atid in devising ways and means for the spread of botli the printed and preached word 
implaces where the Gospel is not yet known 3 beside, if you should make afew pence on: 

apareel: of books, although it might not be enough to pay you for your trouble, its: 
teeny isto coe up the feign of thé people towards you—lead 
t6 forget that you are sent to preach 'the Gospel without purse or scrip, by inflating: 
théth with sh idea that you are making # living from the sale of books: 3 

I¢ia better that other men be appoitited agents, and’ treasurers: of the Perpetdal 
Rotigration Fund; and that you, in the spirit of your callings, presidé and teach officers 
afid' members their duties in all things; both temporal and spiritual. It is the duty of the 
varidtis treasurers of the Perpetual Einigration Fund to remit the full amount 
£68 at thé closé of éach quarter ; and the Presiding: Elders will see to it that not oie 
farthing donated to that fund is appropriated to anyother object: Should any misip- 
propriations of the Perpetual Emigration Fund occur, the person thus offending, un- 
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less he shall will be displaced, and one who 
has feelings of compassion for the poor, and who will handle their funds with clean : 
hands will take his office. : 

In conclusion, you are requested to examine an article upon these subjects contained | 
in Star, No. 19, of last volume, which together with this, will enable you to under- 
stand clearly our views, as to the best method of co-operating with us in the business 
affairs of your conferences with this office ; and we shall be enabled, by your attention 
thereto, not only to issue the new-revised will enlarged edition of the Hymn Book, but 
also a new edition of the Book of Mormon, and Doctrine and Covenants, by the . 
opening of next emigration season. 

May the spirit of the Living God enable you to go out and in wane His people in 
meekness, purity, and faithfulness, that you may minister unto them successfully eter- 


nal life, and have great joy in your labours. 
F. D. ‘Ricwarps. 


TO Presmpents oF CONFERENCES AND THEIR Presi. 
dents and Secretaries of all the conferences in Great Britain, Ireland, Isle of Man, 
and the Channel Islands, are hereby requested to hand in the half-yearly reports for. 
their respective conferences by the 10th day of June next. The report should be 
made up to the Ist day of June. The items we require are the number of branches, 
high priests, seventies, elders, priests, teachers, deacons; excommunicated, dead, 
emigrated, baptized, present number of members, (and in all cases let the number of: 
_ members include the number of officers and scattered members, or those not attached _ 
to any branch,) and the names of the President and Secretary. We hope the Presi-. 


devoured of the 20th, 22nd, and 23rd 
of the Desrret News, the first and only paper published in the Territory of Utah, 
or Provisional State of Deseret. They were just four months performing the journey 
of eight thousand miles, in the most unpropitious season of the year, leaving the Great 
- Balt Lake Valley in midwinter. Dropping in upon us most unexpectedly, they met 
with a doubly welcome reception. By the three pages of advertisements which each 
contained, of every kind of business, from the large and extensive assortment of mer- 
chandize of several different firms, through all the various trades necessary for the 
_ building up of towns, even to the call for volunteers to open new settlements in un-° 
and upward; not forgetting the operations of the University in establishing schools, 
&c., for educational purpoees.. On the 20th of December, President George A. Smith | 
with his camp, were at Peteetneet, in Utah county, about 65 miles on their way 
te Little Salt Lake Valley, to founda colony there. President P. P. Pratt had given. 
notice of his intention to leave the Valley for a few years on a foreign mission, and called 
upon all holding demands against him to present them at once, while he freely forgave. 
all who were owing him. The columns of the “Nzws” were quite filled with foreign . 
and local news of the most interesting and profitable kinds, Although it began as 
do all things of a heavenly nature, on the mustard seed principle, it already promises" 
an enlargement of its sheet upon receipt of the new press, type, and fixtures which | 
were then ordered from the eaten: We wish the editor every success in the enter-. 
prise, and take the present 
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In Elder Kelsey’s article, contained in the last number of the Star, the meeting place 
in one portion of the town was not given 5 we here insert it, viz. :—Chelsea, Beulah - 


Chapel, Pond Place. 


A WORD OF WISDOM. 


A WORD OF WISDOM for the benefit 
_ * of the Council of High Priests, assem- 
_. bled in Kirtland, and Church ; and also 
_ the Saints in Zion, to be sent greeting: 
not by commandment or constraint, 
but by Revelation and the Word of 
Wisdom ; showing forth the order and 
will of God in the temporal salvation 
_ of all Saints in the last days; given for 
@ principle with a promise, adapted to 
the capacity of the weak, and the weak- 
est of all 
called Saints :— 
1, Behold, verily thus saith the Lord 
unto you, in consequence of evils and de- 
which do and will exist in the hearts 
conspiring men in the last da ay I have 
‘warned you, and forewarn you, 
unto you this Word of Wisdom by. eve- 
lation, that inasmuch as any man 


wine or strong drink among you, behold 
it is not neither meet in the sight of 
your Father, — in assembling yourselves 


. together, to.offer up your sacraments be- 
fore him. And behold, this should be 
wine, yea, pure wine, of the grape nae 
_ Vine, of your own make. And agen, stron 

_ drinks are not for the belly, — the 


is not e body, neither for the belly ; 


and is not good or man; but is an herb } 
for bruises, and all sick cattle, to be used 
- with judgment and skill. —_— a hot 
drinks are not for 
2. And again, v say 
wholesome herbs hath 
for the constitution, nature, and use of 
man. Every herb in the season thereof, 
. and every fruit in the season thereof. All 
dence and thanks- 
giving. Yea, flesh of beasts and of | 
. fowls of the air, I the Lord have or- 
dained for the use of man with t iv- 
ing. Nevertheless they are to be used 
foe ly ; and it is pleasing unto me, that | 
ould not be used only in times of 
winter or of cold, or famine. All 
is ordained for the use of man, and of 
vite to be the staff of life, not only for 


iving 


| 


man, but for the beasts of the field, and 
the fowls of heaven, and all wild animals 
that run or creep on the earth; and these 
hath God made for the use of man only 
in times of famine, and excess of hun 

3. All n is good for the f of 
man, as the fruit of the vine, that 
which yieldeth fruit, whether in the ground 
or above the ground. Nevertheless wheat 
for man, and corn for the ox, and oats for 

the mare and fy for the fowls, and for 
pet and for all beasts of the field, and 
barley for all useful animals, and for ‘mild 
drinks ; as also Bet one . And all Saints 
who remember to kee ope do these say~ 
ings, walking in obedience to the com~ 
‘mandments, shall receive health in theix 
navel, and marrow to their bones, and 
shall ‘find wisdom, and great treasures of 
knowledge, even hidden treasures; and 
shall run and not be weary, and 
walk and not faint; and I the Lord give 
unto them a promise, that the destroying 
angel shall pass by them, as the chil 
of , and not slay them. Amen. 


We recommend a thorough perusal of 
the foregoing Word of Wisdom, to the 
Twelve, High Priests, Seventies, Elders, 
Bishops, Priests, Teachers, Deacons, Bre- 
thren and Sisters, of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints; and that the 
officers of the Church generally, present the 
subject before the Church, as they have 
the opportunity, either separately or col- 
lectively ; and confer together upon the 
principles contained in the above, and de~ 
cide whether they are sent forth in the 
wisdom of heaven, or in the folly of man; 
and if in wisdom, that each one, so deci- 
ding, manifest their faith by their works, 
and prove to others that their faith is a 
saving faith. 

Why is it not wisdom to make a com~ 
mon of drinking tea, coffee, or 
hot drinks of any kind? Physicians, Phi- 
losophers, Elders in Israel, will you please 
to answer ?— Ed. of Deseret News. 
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LETTER FROM ELDER JAMES W. CUMMINGS. 


St. Louis, Missouri, U.S. A., March 29th, 1851. 


Dear brother D. Richards,—I em- 
brace the present opportunity of —s 
to you, and I will endeavour to give 

few words a history of our voyage to this 
place. I should have written ere this, but 


would not admit of my doing so. 

I have no other to offer for not 
writing sooner, and I believe the above 
will be sufficient, for you are well aware 
Of the labor and anxiety attending the 
_ presidency of 470 people in creasing. the 
sea. No one can realize the responsibility 
until he has tried it—but to the history. 
-. We weighed anchor in the river 
aite Liverpool on the 8th of January, abo 
eleven o'clock, a.m., the wind was fair, 
and we were soon under way ; we ran at 
the rate of seven miles an hour till about 


‘@leven o'clock at night, when we struck a | besi 


. Therefore we considered 
our accident a blessing to us, for we were 
eomfortable in while hundreds were 
being knocked about, many vessels wreck- 
ed, and hundreds of con- 

‘signed to a watery ve. e man 
iencing fhe awful horrors of 
ship we had great cause to thank 
our Heavenly Father that we were safe 
and conteetables and every Saint on board 
the Ellen felt that the invisible hand of 
God was over them for good, and they 
did not forget to thank him for the same. 
The captain however became rather im- 
patient, and although the wind continued 
unfavorable, on the 23rd we _ weighed 
anchor and pat to sea, but the wind blew 
& strong gale from the direction we wanted 
to sail, so we made but little ss for 
‘several days; however o: the Ist of Feb. 
the wind changed in our favor, and we 
soon lost sight of the Irish coast, and from 
: time we had pleasant weather, and 
for the most part fair winds, and on the 
— of the 14th of March we anchored 


i the river off New Orleans, ing the 
passage from Cardigan bay, (which is 12 | 


vided into two, and 


| Saints 


hours sail from Liverpool,) in seven weeks. 
—We did not encounter a storm on the 
passage, and after we left the channel it 


‘was more like a pleasure trip than a sea 
, re voyage, so far as weather was concerned. — 
circumstances and the press of business; 


“We had ten deaths on the voy: two 
adults, namely, James ay kellow, 
and the wife of brother Wm. Allen, from 


the Birmingham conference, and the re- 


mainder were children. Brother Wright 


and sister Allen died of fever ; four of the 
children died of measles; three of con- 
sumption ; one of inflammation of the 
‘chest. I do not at this time recollect the 
names of any except the daughter of S. J. 
and Abigail Lees, of Sheffield, and the 
child of brother Wm.,Allen. The measles 
broke out among us theday we left the dock, 
and nearly every child on board had them, 
des several adults; I should jadge 


I named the tropi 

to the beeping cough, but not | 

like it, many of the small children 

much from it. | 
Immediately after leaving port we di- 


vided the company into twelve divisions, 


or wards, yee ay berths to each di- 
vision, and appoin a president over 
each, then thie we di- 

appointed a president 
for each six, so that in the steerage there 
were twelve companies, with a president 
to each, and two to preside over the whole: 
the second cabin we organised in like 
manner. We found the 


the vessel, and we would recommend the 
same or a similar o 
panies of Saints that may hereafter cross 
the sea. We also organised the priest- 
hood, and appointed presidents over them, 
to see that each attended to his’ duties. 
My two counsellers and myself often mot 
with them in council, we could there learn 
the condition of every Saint on board, if 
any were sick, or in want, or in | 

uainted with it, 
and immediately measures to ro- 
lieve the wants of the needy, and. to pre- 


isation to all 


achooner, broke our jib-boom and main| there were more than seventy cases. 
: and fore yards. The captain, the next om of the children were afflicted with 
day, put into Cardigan bay, North Wales, | another disease in the tropical clime, that 
| to ged the ship, however, was ready 
in a few days for sea again, but the wind 
changed the day we put into port, to an 
tion to be of t utility in i 
d the health an 
while on board of 
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vent iniquity from creeping into our midst. | birth, and six marriages, and one birth 
We had men appointed to visit every fa- | coming up the river.’ Everything in this 
mily twice a day, and to administer to the | country is working together for the build- 
sick; and but few days passed but what | ing up of the kingdom of God. I have 
myself, in connexion with brother Dunn | had an interview with Dr. Bernhisel, he 
or Moss, visited each famiiy. I would say | requested me to give his kind love to elder 
here that brothers Dunn and Moss acted | Richards, and say to him that “ Mormon- 
in concert with me in all things, and we | ism” is at par in this country. 
were united in all our counsellings. They} He has received some very liberal dona- 
did not spare labour nor pains to make | tions for the Library for the Valley, from 
the Saints comfortable and happy so far as | the literary and scientific institutions, and 
it lay in their power. _—_. from editors and publishers of books and 
t New Orleans we chartered the | papers in the States. Ican plainly see 
steamer Alex. Scott, to take the company | that the tide of public feeling is fast 
to St. Louis, we paid 10s. 5d. per head | changing in our favor, there are calls on 
for adults, all our luggage fet i 
dren half price. We left New Orleans | tion to the Valley this season will be pretty 
on the morning of the 19th of March, and | extensive. 
landed in St. Louis on the 26th. Wehad| Elder Gibson and company arrived here 
a good passage up the river, and I would | to-day, generally in need. haslah and spi- 
recommend the Alex. Scott as a good, /|rits. I must now close praying for your 
commodious, and safe boat, commanded | prosperity, and for the prosperity of Zion’s 
by a good captain of the name of Swan. | cause in England, and in all the world. . 
Iam persuaded there is no better nor} From your brother in the covenant of 
safer boat on the river. There were two | peace. z 
deaths coming up the river, both children. oo : 
On the voyage we had ten deaths, one| > J. W. Cummings. 


Discovery or Ancient GREEK Manuscripts.—A Constantinople letter, of the 
13th ultimo, in the Risorgimento of Turin, states, that public attention has been 
greatly excited there, by the discovery of an immense treasure of Greek manuscri 
of the highest antiquity, found by a learned Greek, of the name of Simonides, in‘a 
cave situated at the foot of mount Athos. According to this account, the importance 
of this discovery is incalculable, since it brings to light a vast quantity of celebrated 
works quoted by various ancient writers, hitherto deemed entirely lost. They 
furnish, as may be imagined, an extensive list of proper names, calculated to throw 


great light upon many obscure periods of history. Among these precious volumes, — 


which are composed of very thin membranes (the nature of which is not stated), filled 
with microscopic characters, some are calculated to give a complete in ion of 
hieroglyphic writing; the fortunate discoverer ha already su ully applied 
them to the interpretation of the inscriptions engra on the obelisk of the hippo. 
drome at Constantinople.— Public Prints. 


PURE RELIGION. 


Hail ! lovely “ Pure Religion,” 
Fair Child of Heaven, immortal boon to Earth, 
Choice gift of gracious Providence! Thy law s 
The law of meekness: ‘t is the law of God !— 

It with universal eloquence 

To doo, Christian, Infidel, or Saint. 
And the world’s clashing cannot still its tones, 
So fraught with kindly and considerate grace. 
They penetrate the deep recesses of 
The heart, and move the iron-bound inner man. 
Let the still small voice of “ Pure Religion” 
Pierce the savage breast all ruffled to its 
Wildest mood ;— the storm of passion h 
Rude spirit bows in low humility — * 


~ 


, chil- | every hand for preaching. The emigra- — 
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